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�� Contribute to sexual arousal and satisfaction2

�� Desensitize the viewer to the harm being perpetrated 

against the children in the content4

�� Be used to keep a child silent about the sexual abuse6

�� Be used to obtain profit8

�� Normalize sexual interest in children3

�� Be shown to children in an attempt to 

normalize sexual contact between children 

and adults5 

�� Be shared with other offenders, sometimes 

in exchange for other images or videos7
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An individual comes across content displaying what might be child sexual abuse material.

They go to cybertip.ca or phone 1-866-658-9022 to report the information. 

The Cybertip.ca webserver receives the information in a secure fashion.

The report is prioritized for analysis based on the information it contains and then  
according to the order it was received.

A Cybertip.ca analyst reviews the reported content.

For content that appears to be child sexual abuse material, the analyst assigns a  
secondary (Cybertip.ca) classification based on the Criminal Code (Canada) definition  
of Child Pornography.

The analyst analyzes the images/videos that appear to be child pornography material.  
A “full analysis” is completed on at least two images or videos (where possible) and a  
“fast image analysis” is completed on any remaining images/videos.

Internet searches and technology tools are used to determine where the child sexual  
abuse material is located.

The report information is sent to the appropriate law enforcement agency and/or INHOPE9  
hotline. For those reports involving a child potentially in need of protection, report 
information may be forwarded to the appropriate child welfare agency. 

REPORT
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Age Range (Sexual Maturation Rate) of Children 
The age range of a child in a sexual abuse image or video is estimated based on a sexual maturation rating (SMR), 
as defined in Medical Analysis of Child Pornography.10 

The estimate of the child’s SMR is based on physical development in comparison to data on the median 
age of each stage of development:

SMR 1 is roughly equivalent to children 0 (zero) to 8 years of age.

SMR 2 is roughly equivalent to children 8-11 years of age.

SMR 3 is roughly equivalent to 11-12 years of age for girls and 12-14 years of age for boys.

SMR 4 is roughly equivalent to 12-16 years of age for girls and 14-15 years of age for boys.

Entry into SMR 5 occurs at 16-17 years of age for girls and 15-16 years of age for boys. 

 
Note: Analysts only select SMR 5 when the age of the child at the time the image or video was taken has been provided to  
Cybertip.ca by the child or someone who personally knows the child in the content. 

A child who shows no evidence of sexual maturation is assessed as having a SMR of 1. Recognizing the significant 
differences in developmental milestones within this age range (0 to 8 years of age), which impacts the ability and 
opportunity for the abuse to be discovered, analysts began assessing whether a child with a SMR of 1 appeared to 
be a baby or toddler (age 4 or under) starting in 2009. 

If analysts are undecided about the child’s SMR, they err on the side of caution and choose the higher SMR, meaning 
the child is assessed as falling into the older age range.  
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Severity 1  
(Sexual Posing)

Images or videos of children posing nude or partially nude where their  
sexual organs are exposed.  

Severity 2  
(Extreme Sexual 
Posing)

Images or videos of children where the primary focus is on their genitalia.  
Usually in a close-up, or where there is manipulation of the buttocks or legs  
to expose the anus or genitalia.

Severity 3  
(Explicit Sexual 
Activity/Assaults)

Images or videos of children in explicit sexual acts, ranging from  
self-masturbation to those sexual acts involving adults and other children.

Severity 4  
(Extreme Sexual 
Assaults)

Images or videos of children involved in extreme sexual acts that are at the  
worst end of the scale such as acts involving bestiality, bondage, weapons, 
defecation/urination, etc.
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LIMITATIONS IN IMAGE AND VIDEO ANALYSIS
This report is limited to the information received and analyzed by the tipline. With respect to websites, it is  
Cybertip.ca’s policy to visit the exact uniform resource locator (URL) provided by the reporting person. Analysts  
do not actively search out content. 

While we have no way of knowing for certain, it is possible that what is reported to Cybertip.ca is not a reflection  
of the most severe material available. It is believed that the most severe content may be hosted in locations that  
are more secure or hidden, or that require individuals to commit a child abuse-related offence to gain access to the 
online content (e.g., sending a child sexual abuse image in order to receive a password to access a website).11   

Image Assessment Considerations

�� When selecting images or videos to complete a full analysis on, analysts first choose the image or 

video that depicts the most severe abuse against the youngest child. 

�� Prior to October 2014, analysts only had the ability to perform a full analysis on images and videos 

and were required to complete a full analysis on at least two child sexual abuse images or videos 

(where possible) on a page. Therefore, when fast image analysis was implemented thereafter, the 

purpose was to ensure data was collected about all child sexual abuse images on a page – enhancing 

the information available to the tipline. For fast image analysis, the data is limited to images and 

the sexual maturation rate for what appears to be the youngest child in the image and the highest 

severity for the abuse acts occurring in the image.

�� The dynamic and responsive nature of Cybertip.ca’s data collection means that changes are 

continuously being made to the database. Thus, the number of images and videos with specific data 

may not always total the number of unique child sexual abuse images and videos analyzed by the 

tipline (e.g., information about the environment where images or videos appear to have been taken 

has been tracked since 2013 and is only available for 22,777 images and videos). 

Technical Considerations

�� The public may report URLs that are password-protected or otherwise inaccessible. These reports are 

forwarded to law enforcement and not analyzed by Cybertip.ca.

�� Assessment only occurs at a particular time, when the analyst accesses the reported URL. We 

recognize that content on a website displaying child sexual abuse material can change regularly.  

�� Cybertip.ca visits the exact uniform resource locator (URL) provided by the reporting person.
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12	 Indistinguishable is selected for the SMR of a child when an image or video clearly 
depicts a child (e.g., based on relative stature) however the child’s genitals and breasts 
(for girls) cannot be seen to the extent necessary to assess the SMR.    
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